Compensating Carework
Author: Shinta H. Hernandez, Sociology
Course:  SOCY 208 Sociology of Gender
Current Usage:  This in-class group assignment is designed to encourage students to understand the amount of work that comes with being a stay-at-home parent.  Many students eventually realize that society undervalues carework responsibilities.  Ultimately, students conclude that the situation is further exacerbated when the parent is working in the labor market and must also handle carework tasks.
How is this an integrative learning assignment:  AAC&U Integrative Learning Value Rubric: Connections to Experience, Connections to Discipline
Instructions:  Students must get into groups of two or three.  Each group will come up with an annual salary for stay-at-home parents' carework responsibilities, namely cooking, cleaning, and child care.  Each group must justify the salaries of each of these responsibilities by detailing specific tasks within each category, using information from the real-life situations.  For instance, to come up with the monetary value of cooking in the home, one must consider the number of meals per day, the types of food made, the number of ingredients needed, and the number of people being served, just to name a few.
(In most cases, each group will come up with a very high salary for a stay-at-home parent.)  

After the annual salary of a stay-at-home parent has been determined, each group will consider the various sociological theories learned in class to help explain why society undervalues carework.  Often, students begin thinking about the gender inequality that exists in the home life and the labor market.  Students also consider the social forces that create this perpetual inequality.
After discussing potential salaries, students will then discuss how further exacerbated the situation is when the individual is a working parent who has to participate in the paid labor market but must also execute carework responsibilities on a daily basis.  Lastly, students will be asked to consider their feelings and thoughts on this assignment.
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